[The significance of the autopsy--now and in the future].
The significance of the autopsy is reflected in the quality control of medical diagnosis and therapy, as well as in the social relevance of the autopsy findings for the individual, family and society in general ("individual" and social epidemiology). Contemporary statistics from research of the literature and internet will be presented and interpreted in a modern context. A pre-requisite for a quality control function is an adequately high autopsy rate, which should be a factor taken into consideration for the registration und certification of a clinic or hospital. There are some valuable studies cited which assess the significance of autopsy as a means of quality control in clinical surgery, oncology and general internal medicine. There is, on the other hand, a decline of autopsy rates worldwide, but especially in the Federal Republic of Germany since the beginning of the 90ties. In addition, the causes will be demonstrated and discussed briefly. The attitude of medical colleagues and health insurance companies, as well as public opinion and politics, all influence the significance of and attitude to the autopsy, including the readiness to create and maintain a transparent legal and cost-covering framework. A spectrum of the differing opinions, obtained from various discussions, will be given. In addition, the necessary legal and financial regulations to facilitate and sustain the autopsy service at a sufficiently high rate (at least 30%, based on statistical considerations) will be discussed in the context of desirable short- and long-term solutions.